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An Exposéof The Nazi-American
xpl\-finney‘i']ﬂt 19331949 I

For almost forfy years the facls behind the
exiraordinary true story of Mazi-American
waHime business relafions have been buried
in government files. Naw ai last Charles
Higham, drawing his accqunt from thousands
of documents just releassed under the Free-
dorn of [aformation Act, has given us a full-
scale picture of the American businesstnen
who dealt with the Nazis rigtit inrouegh World
wWar II. Among those who traded onbolh sides
of the war were centain execulives of Standard
0il of New Jersey, the Chase Bank, the Texas
Company, ITT, Ford, and Slerling Products.
And helping them with their dealings were

such government officials as a secretary af .

commerce, an assistant secretary of state,
and ambassadors ta France and Great
Britair.

The Bank for International Settlements in
Basel, Switzerand, was Nazi-conlrolled but
presided over by an Amencan, even in 18944,
At ane of its yearly meetings, the bank’s
president sat down with his Getman, Japa-
nese, llafian, Brtish, 2nd American execulive

jconbnyed ort back Hap)

feantiayed frant front fep)

staff to discues shipmenis of 378 million dol-
lars in gold sent to the bark by the Nazi gov-
emment for use by ils leaders after the war
This was gold looted from the banks of
Austria, Belgium, and Czechoslovakia, or
melted down from teeth fillings, eyeglass
frames, and wedding rirgs of murdered Jews.

But that is onfy one of the stories. Standard
Qil of Mew Jergey executives shipped the
Nazis oil through Switzerand while Allied
forces endured restrictions of supplies and
shortages ahounded. Ford Motor Company
truchs were buili for Nazi troops with authori-
zation from Ford directors in the 8. The
chairman of ITT supplied much of Hitler's
communications systam. The list of those who
chose Business as Lisual—even when the
business was with their country's enemy—is
long and shocking.

CHARLES HIGHAM, biographer and for-
mer New Yark Tirmes writer, presems a me-
ticulously documented, dispassicnztely told
behind-the-scenes picture of Ametican in-
volverment with the Nazis before, dunng, and
after Word War Il
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